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350 1st Gateway Christmas Club Members saved $466,469 in just 12 months!!
That©s an average of $1,333 per member!!

Which Loan(s) Do You Want To Skip?
I understand that this coupon may be used for
multiple loans. If you make your loan payment
by Payroll Deduction or Direct Deposit, your
payment will be deposited into your Share Savings
Account.
_____ I enclosed a check for $20 per loan
_____ Debit my Checking Account for

$20 per loan
_____ Debit my Share Account for $20 per loan

Use this coupon and sign up for our Skip-A-Payment special! Skip-A-Payment during January or February
on any of your qualifying credit union loans(s). There is a one time $20 fee per loan. Use the extra
money to pay off those holiday bills!

YES, I would like to Skip-A-Loan payment in :

(choose one)  January 2010 February 2010

Member Name:__________________________________

Address: _______________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Borrower Signature: ______________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Co-Borrower Signature: ___________________________________________ Date: ___________________
By signing above, I authorize 1st Gateway to amend the terms of your original agreement and extend the final loan payment beyond its
original maturity for each month I skip. I also understand that I will be required to make the payment(s) skipped prior to my final loan
payoff and that the interest will continue to accrue at the contract rate including the month I have chosen to skip. This payment
deferral will result in an extension of the maturity date and will increase the APR and Finance Charges disclosed on the original
promissory note. First mortgages are not eligible for this service. Complete and return to any office or mail to:

1st Gateway Credit Union, 415 10th Avenue; Fulton, IL 61252

If you want to make a New Year©s resolution that you can keep, why not
choose to start your own 2010 Christmas Club? You determine the amount
you wish to deposit to your account and for your convenience deposits can
be made electronically, via payroll deduction or in person at any of our 4
branch offices.

No matter how you add to your account, you will be prepared for your
Christmas shopping in 2010.



Thank You!
   We hope that when you stop by the credit
union to make a deposit or to apply for a
loan you'll always hear a ªthank youº from
the staff member working with you. But we'd
also like to put it in writing! All of us at
the credit union (the Board of Directors,
volunteers, management, and staff) would
like to express our appreciation to you for
being a loyal member/owner. Your
participation in the credit union is what
makes us the safe and strong financial
institution that we are. We literally would
not exist without you as the only reason for
our being is service to members. Remember,
no matter where you are on your life's
journey, we look forward to helping you
achieve your financial goals in 2010 and
beyond.

Go Green with
e-Statements

  In 1970, Kermit the Frog lamented that it's
not easy being green. But times have changed.
With e-Statements from your credit union,
being green is easy. Here's how it works -
simply sign up to receive your credit union
account statements electronically. Then when
your statement is ready, we'll send you an
email directing you to a secure site where
you can view it. You can then save it
electronically, or if absolutely necessary, you
can print it. You'll not only save a tree or
two, but you can also reduce the clutter on
your desk, kitchen counter, or in your filing
cabinet.   With e-Statements, you'll also have
access to your account information faster than
if you received statements in the regular mail.
Viewing your statements online is also safer
than having them mailed to you because you
won't need to be concerned about a thief
raiding your mailbox. Greener, faster, safer.
What's not to like? To sign up for e-
Statements, contact us today.

A Yearly Reminder
  When the new year rolls around be sure to replace the

batteries in your smoke detectors - even if your detectors are
hard wired. All hard-wired detectors have battery backup features,
so make sure you replace the batteries. Also, clean the units
completely. Condensation, dust, and insects are three of the most
common things that can cause detectors to malfunction. Also,
make sure you press the test button monthly to be sure the
smoke detectors are in good working order. If the detector chirps
at anytime (which usually means the batteries are weak or
bad) replace the batteries immediately. Remember, smoke
detectors are of no use if the batteries are dead. Take a
minute right now to test them. An ounce of prevention is
worth more than a pound of regret.

  The National Fire Protection Association urges homeowners
to replace smoke detectors that are 10 years old or older since
they have a shelf life of about 10 years. Studies have shown
older detectors are estimated to have a 30 percent probability
of failure.



Attention High School Seniors
Win a Scholarship from 1st Gateway

IOWA CREDIT UNION LEAGUE FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP
1ST Gateway Credit Union, in conjunction with the Iowa Credit Union League, is pleased to participate in

a program that will award $5,750 in scholarships in 2010.
High school seniors will have a chance to win one of four scholarships ranging from $500 to $1,500; the

nontraditional scholarship category will award two $1,000 scholarships.
Applicants must complete an entry form and write an essay that is no less than 500-600 words on the

following topic: ªResearch continues to show if students receive financial education early in life, they
will become more successful. How will being financially literate help you achieve your individual dreams?"

Judging will be based on originality, grammar, clarity and meaningful content of the essay and the
deadline for applications is February 5, 2010. Applicants can apply online at

http://www.iowacreditunions.com/asp/fib/FIBApp.asp.
Winners will be notified via mail by April 16, 2010.

A Card with MORE!
Our credit card program has a lot to offer including REWARDS
just for using it.

· A Platinum Rewards MasterCard
· Earn reward points with every purchase and redeem

your points for cash, gift cards, merchandise or travel.
· Track and manage your account and points online.
· NO annual fee
· NO balance transfer fee.
· A low interest rate.
· Zero liability fraud protection.

For more informaiton call any office
or visit www.1stgateway.org and click on the
MasterCard ATIRA tab under on-line services.

Vishing Continues
to be a Growing

Problem
This form of identity theft begins
with an email and fake web site
that looks so real that it tricks many
people into giving out their private
financial information.
If you are notififed by email that
theft is a problem with your
account and you are asked to
respond to the email or call a toll
free number, don©t do it. Instead,
use the phone number on your
account statement to investigate.

1ST Gateway Credit Union will again be awarding 2-$500
scholarships to credit union members. To be eligible, candidates
must meet the following criteria:

a. Be a member of 1ST Gateway Credit Union
b. Submit a copy of your high school transcripts with your

application
c. Submit a 300-500 word essay on the following topic:

ªIn today's tough economic times, many individuals are having
trouble making ends meets; what recommendations would you
make to those who are experiencing financial difficulties?º

Scholarship applications will be available at all 4 of our offices
beginning January 4, 2010; applications can also be found on our
website at www.1stgateway.org. Completed applications are due
March 12, 2010.



2010
Annual Meeting

Mark Your Calendar
Join your fellow member-owners for 1st
Gateway Credit Union©s Annual Meeting on
Saturday, April 3rd at the Vista Grande in
Clinton.

The social hour begins at 5:00 p.m. and
will be followed by dinner, our business
meeting and entertainment.

Tickets for the 3-meat buffet dinner will go
on sale on February 15th and they will again
be $7.00 for members and $13.00 for non-
members.

We hope you will join us for the 57th
Annual Meeting of our credit union!

Announcements
Monday, January 18th; All offices closed for Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
Monday, February 15th; All offices closed for Presidents© Day Holiday
Saturday, April 3rd; 1st Gateway Annual Meeting at the Vista Grande in Clinton

Candidates
Sought for
Board of
Directors

Every credit union is owned by its
members and is democratically controlled
to provide fair and equitable services. Each
credit union©s policies and services are
shaped by the board of directors to meet
the particular needs of its members.
Annually, members elect volunteers from
among the membership to represent them
on the Board of Directors.
The terms of three members of the Board
of Directors will expire at the 57th Annual
Meeting on April 3, 2010. Board positions
are volunteer, terms are for three years and
are staggered among the nine board
positions.
Responsibilities include attending a monthly
board meeting in addition to several other
functions throughout the year. There are
also opportunities to further your knowledge
of the credit union movement through
classes, seminars and conferences.
Candidates must be at least 18 years of age
and be a member in good standing.

Help Direct 1st Gateway's Future
If you are interested in running for a
position on our board, please submit your
intentions in writing; include a brief bio as
well and deliver the information to any office
by March 1, 2010.

Nov. 2009 Nov. 2008
Total Assets $66,284,265 $59,761,644
Total Loans $51,525,161 $45,863,836
Total Deposits $57,365,756 $46,780,201
Total Reserves $ 6,200,968 $ 5,914,184

EXPERTS SAY GUARD AGAINST IDENTITY THEFT
BY CHECKING YOUR CREDIT ONCE A YEAR!

How To Get Your
FREE Credit Report

You can obtain a free credit report once a year from each of
the credit reporting agencies -

Experian, Equifax and Trans Union.
ONLINE AT

www.AnnualCreditReport.com
TOLL FREE AT
877.322.8228


